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The Mamoní Valley
Preserve Natural
History Project
The project, led by Ben Goulet, a Ph.D.
candidate within the Organismic and
Evolutionary Biology Department at Harvard
University, aims to create a field guide
documenting all species found in the Mamoni
Valley Preserve, in order to inform research
and conservation efforts, as well as serve as
a guide for visitors to the valley.

The Project
Since 2016, graduate students from Harvard
and the University of Texas at Austin have
been coming to MVP in an on-going, multiyear study, seeking to create a guide to the
animals, plants, and general biodiversity of
the preserve, aimed at the non-scientific
visitor. Through their work, they wish to
foster a greater appreciation for the
biological wealth of the valley and to serve
as a catalyst for the expansion of on-site
research and scientific inquiry. Each year,
researchers from diverse fields visit the
preserve in order to document all aspects of
the biome. Thus far, they have already
produced a reptile and amphibians field
guide available for use by all guests in the
Mamoni Valley Preserve.
The second expedition of the Mamoní Valley
Preserve Natural History Project took place
from January 13 - 20, 2018. Eight biology
graduate students from Harvard University
and the University of Texas at Austin traveled
to the preserve with cameras, binoculars,
and butterfly nets to find and document the
extraordinary biodiversity found in the valley.

Mvp & the natural history project
Working at a long-established non-governmental conservation site,
located in one of the most biodiverse regions of Meso-America, offers
the Harvard graduate students the opportunity to pursue their studies
in a context where logistics, permits, and red tape are simplified and
they can focus on developing their hands-on expertise and propelling
their careers forward. The international airport is only two hours away
from the preserve and has two daily direct flights to Boston,
maximizing the amount of time the students can spend in the field
without sacrificing the pristine quality of the habitat that comes from
being in an isolated valley. Furthermore, MVP staff’s knowledge and
familiarity with the valley and its ecosystems, which can only come
from day-to-day, year-long residency within one location, provide
invaluable guidance to the researchers, increasing significantly the
efficiency and effectiveness of their field expeditions. Furthermore,
the students have rare assurance for the long-term value and
immediate use of their research, as the guidebooks are immediately
made available to educate our diverse cadre of visitors, from
indigenous youth leaders to CEOs of international companies.

For the MVP, helping form the next generation of tropical field
biologists from such a renowned institution helps fulfill its mission of
expanding its impact on tropical conservation far beyond its own
borders. Furthermore, the guides serve as an invaluable tool in our
efforts to create a transformative experience for our visitors,
enhancing their understanding of the valley as a home to incredibly
rich flora and fauna and building a deep appreciation for the planet’s
natural heritage.

Photo Credits: experience mamoní &

t

he natural history project

